Management of hepatocellular carcinoma in the age of liver transplantation.
Hepatocellular carcinoma is one of the most frequently encountered malignancies worldwide. Its association with cirrhosis increases the difficulty of diagnosis and therapy. Different approaches, ranging from medical treatment to highly complex ablative and surgical therapies, including liver resection and transplantation have significantly improved the outcome of this disease. This article reviews the current diagnostic challenges and the available surveillance and classification protocols. Available therapeutic approaches, indications, contraindications and outcome of liver resection, liver transplantation, living donor liver transplantation, are outlined in detail. Ablative procedures and their role and efficiency as "bridging" methods to liver transplantation are included in the review.